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As of 12 a.m. today, the Category 4 Hurricane Ian, the most powerful hurricane recorded to hit the U.S., continues on its path upward on the east coast as it plows through Florida,
which has experienced severe damage since the hurricane touched the southwest coast on Tuesday. 24-hour satellite footage can be found on the SJSU meteorology webpage.

Record hurricane hits Florida
State suffers
severe ﬂooding,
power outages and
extreme winds
By Nick Zamora
STAFF WRITER

Hurricane Ian, a Category 4 storm, made
landfall on the southwest coast of Florida
Tuesday afternoon.
Hurricane Ian slammed into Florida as one
of the most powerful hurricanes recorded in
U.S. history with winds as fast as 150 mph,
according to a Wednesday AP News article.
Catastrophic storm surge and inundation of
12-18 feet of water is expected along Florida’s
southwest coastline, according to a National
Hurricane Center (NHC) key messages
advisory for Hurricane Ian.
“The expected weather conditions have
already happened: massive destruction on the
southwest coast of Florida,” said Alison Bridger,
San Jose State professor of meteorology.

The storm has left more than 2.3 million
Floridians without power, with over
500,000 consumers losing power between
5:00 p.m. and midnight on Wednesday alone,
according to PowerOutage.us, a power outage
aggregate service used by AT&T and the
U.S. military.
“By morning we will see how Orlando has
fared too,” Bridger said in an email. “After
that, it will move back over the Atlantic, then
move north and come ashore again around
South Carolina, producing lots of rain.”
Bridger said warm air in the tropics can
originate in the east or near Africa and
then gain momentum as it approaches
the Caribbean.
That pressure system was bolstered by
hurricane-favorable atmospheric conditions
and very warm waters in the western
Atlantic, which became Hurricane Ian’s main
power source.
Hurricane Ian was declared a
Category 3 hurricane on Tuesday but after
a rapid intensification just before landfall,
it was declared a Category 4, according to
a Wednesday CNN article.
That means its wind speeds rose more
than 35 mph in 24 hours, which is a rare
phenomenon that is occurring with more
frequency as the climate crisis grows and

ocean temperatures rise, according to the
CNN article.
Category 3 hurricanes are storms with
winds of 111-129 mph while Category
4 hurricanes are identified by having
winds 130-156 mph, according to the
National Weather Service’s webpage on the
Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale.
On Tuesday, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
requested President Joe Biden grant a Major
Disaster Declaration for all 67 counties, for
all categories and for all types of assistance,
according to a statement posted to DeSantis’
website.
The state has activated its Emergency
Operation Center, expended $400 million
on response costs, activated 10,000 of the
state’s national guard and opened about
220 shelters across the state, according to the
Major Disaster Declaration request.
What separates Hurricane Ian further
from other Categories 3 and 4 hurricanes in
previous years is the sheer size of it, with
hurricane force winds spreading 80 miles in
width, according to the CNN article.
One serious area of concern is the almost
1 billion tons of slightly radioactive waste that
is sitting in open-air ponds that are expected
HURRICANE | Page 2

IN BRIEF

 The Category 4 Hurricane Ian
slammed into Florida as one of
the most powerful hurricanes
recorded in U.S. history with
winds as fast as 150 mph and a
diameter of 80 miles.
 Catastrophic storm surge and
inundation of 12-18 feet of water
is expected along Florida’s
southwest coastline.
 As of Wednesday night,
the storm has left more than
2.3 million Floridians
without power.
 One serious area of concern is
the almost 1 billion tons of slightly
radioactive waste that is sitting in
open-air ponds that are expected
to overflow as flooding comes
over the next week.
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Track map of Hurricane Ian location
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to overflow as flooding comes
over the next week, according to a
Tuesday AP News article.
Florida has 24 sites that store
phosphogypsum, a byproduct of
the state’s phosphate fertilizer
mining industry.
The byproduct phosphogypsum
is primarily composed of the
removed radionuclides found
naturally in phosphate, which decays
into radium, that in turn decays
into the radioactive gas radon,
according to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) webpage.
The release of radioactive waste
puts thousands of people at risk for
adverse health effects, according to
the same article.
Radon is the number one cause
of lung cancer in non-smokers
according to an EPA webpage on
the health risks of radon.
The devastation in Florida comes
less than 24 hours after Hurricane
Ian collapsed Cuba’s electrical grid

The expected weather conditions have already
happened: massive destruction on the southwest
coast of Florida.
Alison Bridger
SJSU meteorology professor

Tuesday night, leaving all 11 million
residents in the dark, according to a
Tuesday Miami Herald article.
Cuba’s state-ran electrical grid
had been suffering hour-long black
outs before Hurricane Ian hit. The
soviet-era oil-fired generation
plants were unable to maintain
power amid its more-than 100 mph
winds on Tuesday night, according
to a Wednesday Reuters article.
As of Wednesday, only 7% of the
country’s usual daily peak load of
3,259 megawatts had been recovered
by some consumers in 12 different
provinces of Cuba, according to the
Reuters article.
Alison Bridger said one of the
biggest misconceptions with
hurricanes and hurricane reporting

is that you can sit and wait it out
and trust in the infrastructure
around you.
“Floridians are famous for
hurricane parties!” Bridger said.
“But today we saw video on
TV of a family of [six] who were
on the upper floor of their house
with water rising even up there.
They should have evacuated.”
She said more and more people
are coming to the realization that
all around the world, the weather is
continuously getting more extreme
and damaging.
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Hurricane Ian, which is 81 miles in diameter with winds as fast as
150 mph, heads toward the southwest coast of Florida on Tuesday.

‘Shark Tank’ investor: anyone can be an entrepreneur
By Jeremy Martin
STAFF WRITER

While most entrepreneurs are trying to
find the keys to success, Daymond John,
co-star of ABC’s “Shark Tank” and CEO of
the fashion brand For Us, By Us or “FUBU,”
came to the Hammer Theatre Center Tuesday
night to say he has the answers.
At the age of 20, John turned a $40 deposit
into a six billion dollar business before
joining Shark Tank, a reality TV series that
stars five industry “titans” who choose whether
to invest in people’s ideas, in 2009.
“We’re all born like entrepreneurial thinking
people,” John said to about two hundred
community members, most of whom were
San Jose State affiliated.
During the Insights Speaker Series event
put on by the university, John spoke to
attendants about his five shark points to
success and how young people, including
SJSU students, can truly accomplish anything.
Mechanical engineering senior Max Rothe
said the panel was quite engaging.
“I’m in the ideas club for entrepreneurship
and I was really excited to listen to an
entrepreneurial speaker,” Rothe said. “I think
overall it was exactly what I wanted to hear
out of this event.”
John highlighted how education and his
first shark point, which is to set a goal, went
on to help him when creating the fashion
brand FUBU.
The words “For Us, By Us,” imply that
the product was created by Black designers,
for Black consumers, according to an article
by Culture Crypt. Culture Crypt is a media
company that aims to promote the history of
Black culture.
John said that the name was not
exclusionary, everyone can wear the FUBU
brand.
“The dullest pencil will remember always
more than the sharpest mind,” John said
during the event.
During the first half of the panel, John
talked about how he grew up in Queens,
a borough in New York City, where he
juggled multiple jobs trying to help pay the
family bills.
He said he saw how hip-hop culture

BRYANNA BARTLETT | SPARTAN DAILY

Daymond John, co-star of ABC’s Shark Tank, talks to about 300 hundred attendees, many of whom were San Jose State aﬃliates, about
how he became a national-leading entrepreneur and shares tips for becoming successful in the Hammer Theatre Center Tuesday.

exploded and artists including The Sugarhill
Gang, Run DMC and The Beastie Boys wore
hip brand-name clothing.
John said that inspired him to create a
clothing brand that made the new look
accessible to people in his neighborhood.
“I didn’t see any heroes, all I saw were pimps
and drug dealers driving by in fancy cars,”
John said.
He said after his mother taught him to
sew hats, he turned his new hobby into a
small business, in which he sat outside of a
local mall to sell his hats.
“In one hour, I sold $800 worth of hats,”
John said.
He said after some guidance from
his mother, he learned how to market his
business, acquire strategic partners and turn
his small business, at the time, into a global
empire.
John said it was through his mother’s
guidance and experience that he had realized
his second shark point: do your homework.

He said soon enough, he saw his brand all
over the world, thanks to the endorsement of
rapper LL Cool J.
John said as the brand grew, he realized that
he was officially a rich man but noticed he lost
sight of what really mattered most.
He said he realized he had taken his wife
and his kids for granted, barely getting to see
them while living his lavish entrepreneurial
lifestyle.
That realization became his third shark
point: stick with what you love.
“We do not invest in companies, we invest
in people,” John said, quoting himself from
Shark Tank.
Since the show started to air in
2009, “Shark Tank” has won four Emmy
Awards and received 22 Emmy Award
nominations. After joining the show,
John made millions of dollars in sales
through investments in companies that were
featured on Shark Tank.
He said through his expanded professional

experience, he learned his fourth shark point:
you personally are the brand.
John said if someone doesn’t know what
they stand for, it’s left up to the consumer to
interpret.
Kinesiology senior Michael Chadwick
said he resonated most with John’s fifth shark
point, which was “to just keep swimming.”
“I get caught up in so much of my life
that sometimes I forget what the hell I’m
actually trying to do,” Chadwick said after
the panel.
John said in the grand scheme of things,
brands must market themselves in two-to-five
words.
“What’s the new one?” he asked the crowd
regarding SJSU’s market brand. “ ‘We are all
Spartans.’ ”

Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
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Arrivederci to democracy in Italy, bentornato fascism

STAFF WRITER

US
TR

IO
AT
N
BY
CA

R

O

LY
N

BR

OW
efficient
N
politician, and
th same people
l are
the
those who wished for fascism to
come back.
Unfortunately, these beliefs have
been reflected in the recent election
results.
Although about 64% of Italians,
a historic low turnout, voted in
the election, according to a
Sept. 25 article by NPR, the results
were clear: Italians have chosen
nationalism.
That data reflects the carelessness
that Italians have toward the
political life of their country.

8%, according to Politico data.
That advantage translates into
a significant presence of the right
wing in the Parliament.
More specifically, the right wing
obtained 235 seats out of 400 in
the Chamber of Deputy and
112 seats out of 200 in the Senate
of the Republic, according to the
government website.
Italians chose the far-right wing,
but more importantly, Italians chose
Meloni.
Meloni’s ideals are related to the

CLASSIFIEDS
2

3

4

5

5

6

7

8

9

1

10

14

15

1

16

17

18

1

19

21

20
23

31

32

1

27

28

33

25

1

40
1

1

1

45

45

50

51

1

1

1

1

52

53

8

6 4 1
7
6 8

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

-2.,1·
AROUND
“Why do bees
have sticky
hair?”

9
1
8
2 7

2

44

46
52

1

59

61

60

61

1

62

64

63

46. Laic
50. Complete
52. Rent
54. Sash
55. Greek goddess of discord
56. Belonging to the past
58. Dispatched
59. Not outer
60. Speed competition
61. Clothing
62. Cast out
63. Large northern deer
DOWN
1. Hell
2. Foe
3. Aromatic solvent
4. Do It Yourself
5. Scrounge (for food)
6. Picture
7. Assess
8. A small group of applicants
9. Driveway surface
10. Against
11. Suspensions
12. Lunch or dinner
13. Combustible pile
18. Jeans material
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ACROSS
1. Pay attention
5. Not second
10. Tent-pitching place
14. Against
15. A city in Nebraska
16. Follow orders
17. Food dryer
19. Close
20. An uncle
21. Keen
22. Flair
23. Medical needle
25. Coronet
27. Falsehood
28. Union
31. A group on concubines
34. Cool down
35. Director’s cry
36. Genus of gorse
37. Board game
38. Of higher order
39. Diety
40. Levitate
41. Adjust again
42. Coastal region
44. Hurried on foot
45. Tally
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Italy for more than 20 years.
Italy was taking the distance from
its past and in some way, Italy was
trying to forget about its dark days.
However, the Italian Constitution
does not forbid a far-right party to
sympathize with ultranationalist’s
political groups.
Just as it does not forbid people
from promoting their fascist
ideology, disguising it behind a
mask of nationalism.
Neither does it forbid the same
far-right party from using the
tricolor flames as a logo, even
though it was originally used as
a symbol of the ultranationalist
parties that were born from the
ashes of the original Fascist Party.
As an Italian person, I don’t like
the political direction that Italy is
taking and my country is taking a
step back and returning to its past.
I am sure that there are people
who are happy and confident about
the election results.
I still wonder if they forgot what
fascism did during the dictatorship
or if they have convinced
themselves that Mussolini “also did
a lot of good things for the country.”
Unfortunately, even in this year,
79 years after the end of the fascist
regime in Italy, there are still people
who believe and support fascist
ideologies.
Fascism has never been the
solution to Italy’s problems.
If in 2022 a far-right party
with an ultra-conservative
vision is capable of obtaining
the parliamentary majority
and consequent access to the
government, then this far-right,
ultranationalist and parafascist
government is what Italy deserves.
Good luck Italy and good luck to
democracy.
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SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
1

far-right wing and her politics
are strongly connected with
ultra-conservative values,
according to a Sept. 26 article by
The Guardian.
Meloni opposes gay adoptions
to preserve the image of a pure
and traditional family unit, and she
often associates refugee arrivals with
crime and prostitution, according to
The Guardian article.
In addition, a 1996 interview
transmitted by the French TV
channel INA
INA, featured 19-year-old
Melo talking about
Giorgia Meloni
Benito Muss
Mussolini, the Italian
fascist dictat
dictator.
“Muss
“Mussolini
has been a great
politic
politician,” said Meloni while
defi
defining the dictator as the
be
best Italian politician of
tthe past 50 years.
Many newspapers
and media outlets have
also associated
Meloni to fascism,
according to a
Sept. 24 New York
Times article.
However, she does
not define herself as
a fascist, she preferred
to be compared to the
Brit
British Conservative Party,
accord
according to an Aug. 10
Politico aarticle.
It is clear that even if she tries
to reject the “fascist labels” that
newspapers attribute to her, Giorgia
M
l i is
i a fascist.
f
Meloni
Nothing less than that.
However, Italy rejects fascism, at
least on paper.
“It shall be forbidden to
reorganize, under any form
whatsoever, the dissolved Fascist
Party,” states the Italian Constitution
under the XII title of the
“Transitional and Final Provisions.”
That is one of the fundamental
points presented in the
Italian Constitution, remarking
the rejection of a dictatorship, which
negatively characterized

ILL

The Italian elections that took
place on Sept. 25 are a turning point
for the country.
I thought that Italian politics
already reached its lowest point with
those improbable alliances among
right and left parties in support of a
weak government.
Just as I thought that having
people in the government who
have been under investigation for
mafia-like criminal associations was
already awful, Italy surprised me
once again.
This awful period characterized
by weak alliances and criminal
politicians is over, but I am afraid
that Italy is driving into a
darker period.
It is true that we will finally have
a stable and solid government, but
the direction taken by Italy makes
me uncomfortable.
Disappointingly, the presence of
several different parties with similar
visions but different goals, led
Italians to choose a far-right-wing
party to guide Italy.
The far-right party, Fratelli d’Italia
(Brothers of Italy,) won the elections
with a significant advantage over
the other parties and its leader,
Giorgia Meloni is currently most
likely to become the first female
Italian Premier in history,
according to a Sept. 26 article by
The Washington Post.
While the nationalist Meloni is
progressing toward the role of “the
Premier,” or Italian Prime Minister
title, the shadow of fascism has
begun to obscure Italy.

It is extremely embarrassing.
Today the right to vote, which
has been gained by people over
the years, is just an “extra” for
many people.
The people who voted had a clear
preference.
Fratelli d’Italia (Brothers of Italy)
obtained 26% of the vote, while the
other two right parties,
Lega Nord and Forza Italia,
respectively obtained 9% and

“Because
they use
honeycombs.”

Alessio Cavacla

Italian people seem to not
remember the awful period between
1922-43, which was characterized
by fascism.
It was a period where former
Prime Minister Benito Mussolini
needed to prove his power through
racial laws and military campaigns.
Italians suffered during fascism
and they fought for the freedom of
the country.
However, I am sure that many
people still believe that “the Dux”
has been an incredibly
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41. Formula 1 driver
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44. Holiday destination
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48. By surprise
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50. Exam
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53. Slave
56. Hasten
57. Anger
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MOVIE REVIEW

‘Brahmāstra’ is big Bollywood bomb

ILLUSTRATION BY MYENN RAHNOMA

By Myenn Rahnoma
STAFF WRITER

“Brahmāstra: Part One - Shiva,” directed
by Ayan Mukerji, stars newlywed Indian
actors Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt as
Shiva and Isha. Think of the style of the
movie itself as a Bollywood version of
“Avatar: The Last Airbender.”
Bollywood is Hollywood’s Indian
counterpart in movies and boasts a variety of
films.
“Brahmāstra,” which was released on
Sept. 9, was its first foray into a fantasy that
attempts to resemble the intensity of films such
as “Lord of The Rings.”
The plot revolves around Shiva’s strange
relationship with fire, specifically after his
mother died in a fire that left him unscathed.
Soon enough, he is able to control fire
with his “superpower,” which is revealed to be
more than just a party trick. Random visions
appear before him, exposing that the fate
of the world and universe quite literally
lies in his hands.
Once he meets Alia Bhatt’s character Isha
at a party, he begins to further discover his
abilities.
His love for Isha is what fuels his
superpower and is what allows him to explore
his vulnerabilities and recondition his fears
into his strengths.
The film carries a lot of religious Hindu
connotations and references that may fly over
people’s heads without any context.
For instance, the main character’s name is
derived from Shiva, the destroyer in Hinduism,
according to an Aug. 17 Britannica article.
The word “Brahmāstra” comes from
the God Brahma and “astra,” which
means weapon.
Rooted in Hindu mythology, it is believed
that the Brahmāstra is so powerful it could
destroy the entire universe, according to a
Sept. 9 article by DNA India, an India-based
English daily newspaper.
Throughout the film, Shiva attempts to
unite all of the pieces of the weapon called
Brahmāstra, which has the power to either
destroy or heal the universe, depending on
who has it.
But it’s not a typical Bollywood movie if

there aren’t at least 40 other subplots and
complications, much like a soap opera.
What is a three-hour-long Bollywood
drama without a complicated antagonist?
Junoon, played by Indian actress Mouni
Roy, conveniently possesses one of the three
pieces of the Brahmāstra weapon.
Her entire purpose is to use the Brahmāstra
to serve and revive her lord and savior,
Dev, the ultimate antagonist in the film.
I honestly don’t know what’s worse,
the fact that she’s an irritatingly persistent
cockroach who just won’t die or that shehas
blind devotion to Dev.
Some would likely assume a Bollywood
movie of that length would execute its plot
points well.
I grew up watching Bollywood movies and
I can tell whether a three-hour film used its
time wisely.

she jumped into a relationship with Shiva?
Name one brown family that doesn’t
blow up their daughters’ phones if they’re not
home by 10 p.m., mine included.
I don’t know what’s more unrealistic, the fact
that Isha disappears across the country with
a strange man without her family foaming
at the mouth or the awful computer-generatedimagery superpowers.
There’s also no way you can convince me
that the Shiva and Isha characters are in love
with each other. The dedication to prove
that there was enough chemistry for them to
kindle an off-screen relationship is
unbelievable to me.
In fact, my initial reaction to the casting
was, “Did Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor get
married just to promote this movie?”
Isha is played by Alia Bhatt, an actor who
Hollywood will be hearing about soon with

I hardly see films where the woman in a heterosexual
relationship isn’t either being saved or dedicating her
entire existence to support her man-child love interest.

However, “Brahmāstra” painfully missed
its mark.
The best part of the film was Indian actor
Shah Rukh Khan, also known as SRK, who
had a 10-minute cameo at the beginning of
the film.
As soon as I saw Khan, who is known as the
“King of Bollywood,” I had high expectations
for the movie but, boy, was I disappointed.
He carried Brahmāstra in the 10 minutes
of his screen time, more than all of the actors
combined throughout the movie.
However, even the king himself could not
have saved that film.
There were so many holes and
inconsistencies in the plot, leaving me with
more questions than answers.
The writing is sloppy. Why did Isha’s entire
identity and background story disappear when
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a heterosexual relationship isn’t either being
saved or dedicating her entire existence to
support her man-child love interest.
Isha’s role was a total letdown because
the promotional content portrayed her as
Shiva’s equal. But ultimately, we’ve been
catfished again.
While I think that it was the most average
movie I’ve ever seen, some fans seem to
disagree as the film made $2.4 million in
theaters on the third weekend since its release,
according to a Sept. 26 Forbes article.
My mother summed it up best after we
watched the film together when she said we
were, “better off rewatching an old SRK classic
at home.”
I give “Brahmāstra” two-out-of-five stars
and that’s ONLY because of Shah Rukh Khan’s
cameo.
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